AITKIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
AITKIN PUBLIC LIBRARY
July 20, 2026 6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Tibbitts, Council Members Julie Miller, Justin Cartie, Jason Henke,
Chris Dotzler

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.

ALSO PRESENT: Street Supervisor Lon Nicko, Kat Robb, David & Michelle Jorgensen, Tami Jacobs, Kory
O™Neil, Fire Chief Brian Pisarek

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAIL OF AGENDA
Addition under New Business:
¢ Special Event Permit — Toolin Tour Ride
A motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by Julie Miiler. The maotion
carried with all voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following items were included in the consent agenda:

e  Minutes — Regular Council Meeting 7/6/2026

* Accounts Payable

o City

o Liquor Store
Financial Reports as of: 6/30/2026
Gambling Permit; NWTF Aitkin Gobblers Chapter; Event 9/26/26
Gambling Permit; Delta Waterfowl; Event 8/14/2026
26.06.16 PUC Minutes
Fire Department — Awarded Compeer Financial Grant

» Storefront & Signage Improvement Grant — Smokey Jake’s BBQ
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Jason Henke. The motion
carried with all voting aye.

PUBLIC HEARING
s None.

MAYOR’S REPORT
s None.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT
* None.

QLD BUSINESS
« None.

NEW BUSINESS
e Air Park Drive — Sewer Lining Bid Summary & Recommendation
o Six bids were received and opened on July 8, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. for the 2026 Sanitary Sewer

Lining Project. Visu-Sewer was the lowest bid at $278,714.00 which is $150,000.00 less than
the engineer’s estimate. Public Works and the City’s Engineer reviewed the bids and brings
forward a recommendation to award the project to Visu-Sewer. The project is to be paid from
the 617 Fund and to be completed by April 2027.

A motion to approve awarding the project to Visu-Sewer for $278,714.00 was.made by Justin Cartie, seconded

by Julie Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

e PUD Application: Life Tyme Properties
o The Planning Commission held a public hearing on July 15, 2026 and considered the
application from Life Tyme Properties for a Planned Unit Development at 321 4h St NW to
construct a new three-unit, single-level residential building. The project provides several public
benefits, including redevelopment of a deteriorated property, creation of additional workforce
housing, addition of a single-level, lifecycle housing within the community, and efficient use
of existing municipal utilities and infrastructure. The Planning Commission recommends
approval of the PUD Application with conditions. One of the conditions includes a park
dedication fee determined by the Park Committee.
A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-07-20A was made by Jason Henke, seconded by Chris Dotzler. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

¢ Northern Pines Mental Hezlth Center Street Parking Sign




o Northern Pines Mental Heaith Center requested to post a sign in the spot directly in front of
their door for Northern Pines Clients and have a time limit of one hour as posted on the 12”x18”
sign. There is 15-minute parking near GuidePoint and is not specific for any one business.
There is currently already 2-hour parking on that side of the street. There is a free City Parking
Lot one block away.

A motion to deny the request with the explanation that we have approached this situation before and acknowledge
the 15-minute spaces was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Chris Dotzler. The motion carried with all voting
aye,

s Water Storage Improvements Pay Request No. 11
o Pay Request No. 11 in the amount of $110,295.00 for the Water Storage Improvements,
A motion to approve Pay Request No, 11 was made by Julie Miller, seconded by Jason Henke. The motion
carried with all voting aye.

¢ Accept Resignation of Liquor Store Clerk; Employee No. 129 & Authorization to Post Vacant
Position
A motion to accept resignation of Liquor Store Clerk (Employee No. 129) and authorize to post vacant position
was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Jason Henke. The motion carried with all voting aye.

* Ordinance 421: Amending Chapter 152: Zoning & Subdivisions of the City Code
o  Ordinance 421: Summary for Publication
*  The Planning Commission held a public hearing on July 15, 2026 and considered the
text amendment for allowing a larger sign in the Urban Residential District for
multifamily dwellings containing eight or more units.
A motion to approve Ordinance 421 and Summary for Publication was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by
Justin Cartie. The motion carried with all voting aye.

* Special Event Permit — Toolin Tour Ride
o This permit event happens at the Moose Lodge including a street closure. City Staff received
the application within ten days of the event. The timing of the application will be addressed for
future permit application submissions.
A motion to approve the Special Event Permit — Toolin Tour Ride was made by Jason Henke, seconded by Chris
Dotzler. The motion carried with all voting aye.

PUBLIC WORKS
e  Future meeting location changed to City Administration Office.
BUDGET COMMITTEE
» None.
PLANNING & ZONING
* None.
PARK COMMITTEE
* None.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE
e None.
AJRPORT COMMISSION
»  Draft Minutes; 7/14/2026 Mtg.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
= None.
EDA
= None. 3

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS
o INH Properties have 23 pre-leased out of the 44 units available. A community manager has been hired
and has been giving tours of the apartment complex. They are looking at an opening date of 9/1/26
and a Grand Opening Event in September.
¢ Council Member Dotzler shared updates from the Public Works Committee Meeting with the Council.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 pm was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion
carried with all voting aye.
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