AITKIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
AITKIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

July 6, 2026 6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Tibbitts, Council Members Julie Miller, Justin Cartie
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members Jason Henke, Chris Dotzler

ALSO PRESENT: Street Supervisor Lon Nicko, Police Chief Colter Riedel, Terry Betley, Tami Jacobs,
and one unknown member of the public.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion carried
with all voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following items were included in the consent agenda:
e Minutes - Regular Council Meeting 6/15/2026
e Accounts Payable
o City
o Liquor Store
e 26.05.19 PUC Minutes
e Resolution 2026-07-06A Governing Write-in-Vote Counting
e Gambling Permit; MN Deer Hunters Association; Event 8/29/26
s Special Event Permit; National Night Out — Event 8/4/26
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Julie Miller, seconded by Justin Cartie. The motion
carried with all voting aye.

PUBLIC HEARING
* None.

MAYOR’S REPORT
e Proclamation — Declaring July 1, 2026 to be Minnesota Women of Today Founders Day in Aitkin.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT
e City Council Filings open July 14" through July 28",
e The new Water Tower went online on June 22™ and there have been 3 leaks. With the increase in
water pressure, water leaks will come to the surface and will find weak spots sooner.

OLD BUSINESS
* None.

NEW BUSINESS
* Roundabout Rehab Project
o The roundabout located on Minnesota Ave S was constructed in 2017. Since its installation,

the landscaping has continued to be aesthetically challenging and has required significant
maintenance by the Street Department. MnDOT awarded the City with a $8,000 grant to
assist with the rehabilitation project. The grant reimburses eligible plant and material costs
only and does not cover labor expenses. The Street Department’s preferred design
simplifies the landscaping to reduce long-term maintenance while improving the overall
appearance of the roundabout. The City received two quotes for the project: (1) Landsburg
Nursery for $13,270.00 and (2) R&R Landscaping & Construction for $7,050.00.
$2,100.00 (plants/material) to be eligible for reimbursement from MnDOT Grant and
$4,950.00(labor) to be funded from Account 102-43100-408.

A motion to approve awarding the project to R&R Landscaping & Construction in the amount of $7,050.00,

authorize staff to proceed with the roundabout rehabilitation project, and approve payment of $4,950.00

from Account 102-43100-408, with $2,100.00 to be reimbursed through the MnDOT grant was made by

Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

e Library Replacement of 1 Heating/Cooling Unit
o One of the six heating and cooling units serving the Aitkin Public Library has experienced
a complete air conditioning failure. Staff obtained three quotes. (1) Gravelle Plumbing &
Heating for $17,046.00, (2) Northern Air for $18,728.00 and (3) Larson Plumbing &
Heating for $18,100.00. Staff recommends Quote 3 based on the extended warranty
coverage and long-term value.




A motion to approve the quote from Larson Plumbing & Heating and authorize the replacement of the failed
heating and cooling unit in the amount of $18.100.00, with funding to be provided from the 801 Library
Improvement Fund was made by Julie Miller, seconded by Gary Tibbitts. The motion carried with all voting
aye.

* Resolution No. 2026-07-06B 2015 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk (Current SRO Vehicle)
o On March 16. 2026, the City Council approved the purchase of two replacement police
squad vehicles and authorized the sale of a 2018 Ford Interceptor and a 2015 Jeep
Cherokee Trailhawk to Aitkin Motor. Staff identified a need for a City-owned
administrative vehicle and recommends retaining the Jeep for continued municipal use.
A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-07-06B 2015 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk was made by Justin
Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

¢ Resolution No. 2026-07-06C Waive $50 Sign Zoning Fee through 12/16/26
o The EDA developed the City of Aitkin Storefront & Signage Improvement Grant Program
through the feedback received from the Rural Capacity Program. As part of the program,
the EDA recommends waiving the City’s $50 Sign Zoning Permit Fee throughout the end
of the year.
A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-07-06C Waive $50 Sign Zoning was made by Julie Miller,
seconded by Justin Cartie. The motion carried with all voting aye.

e  WWTF Pay Application No. 8
o Pay Application No. 8 in the amount of $417.345.76 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.
A motion to approve Pay Application No. 8 was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

e  Ash Tree Discussion
o Applications are due 8/1/26. Sandwich board signs and applications will be at four
locations at the Aitkin County Fair.

PUBLIC WORKS

e None.

BUDGET COMMITTEE
e None.

PLANNING & ZONING
e None.

PARK COMMITTEE
e None.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE
e None.

AIRPORT COMMISSION

e Draft Minutes: 6/24/2026 Mtg.

e Special Mtg: 7/14/2026 4PM Aitkin Public Library
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

e None.
EDA

e Draft Minutes; 6/25/2026 Mtg.

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS
e None.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:22 pm was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The
motion carried with all voting aye.
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