AITKIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
AITKIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

June 15, 2026 6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Tibbitts, Council Members Jason Henke, Julie Miller, Justin
Cartie, Chris Dotzler

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.

ALSO PRESENT: Street Supervisor Lon Nicko, Police Chief Colter Riedel, Fire Chief Brian Pisarek,
Phil Martin, Kat Robb

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition under New Business:
e Road Closure Request
e  MnDOT Project Update
A motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by Justin Cartie. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following items were included in the consent agenda:
e Minutes - Regular Council Meeting 6/1/2026
e Accounts Payable
o City
o Liquor Store
¢ Financial Reports as of: 5/31/2026
* Temporary Liquor License: Moose Lodge 1060 — Riverboat Heritage Days: 7/31/26
o  Street Department Hire
e 2026/2027 Liquor License Renewals (9)
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Jason Henke, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion
carried with all voting aye.

PUBLIC HEARING
* None.

MAYOR’S REPORT
* None.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

» City Administrator Thompson has been in conversation with the school about logistics and
timelines with adding a bus pickup/drop off road at Rippleside Elementary-that would impact the
west side of the walking trail by Woock Field.

e The Tree Board held 2 Ash Tree Community Meetings last week that members of the public and
contractors attended. There is $314,000 in grant funds to go directly to property owners in the City
of Aitkin,

o The latest street department hire will start the beginning of July.

OLD BUSINESS
* None.

NEW BUSINESS
* City Park Pedestrian Bridge Replacement Project — Geotechnical Quotes
o The Park Committee discussed replacement of'the City Park pedestrian bridge and has been
actively pursuing grant funding opportunities to complete this project. City Engineer Phil
Martin advised the City to begin project development by obtaining a geotechnical
investigation and report to be used during the bridge design phase and to improve overall
project readiness for future grant funding opportunities, Two quotes were obtained.
= Quote #1: Braun Intertec - $18,846.00
= Quote #2: Independent Testing Technologies (ITT) - $$7,350.00
o Martin indicated that Braun Intertec’s proposal would provide a more comprehensive level
of analysis; however, based on the scope and needs of the pedestrian bridge project, he
recommended proceeding with the ITT proposal as he believes the information will be
sufficient for bridge design purposes while offering significant cost savings to the City.
0 The Park Committee discussed moving forward with the geotechnical report and the last
meeting and approved moving forward.,




A motion to approve Quote #2 from Independent Testing Technologies (ITT) for geotechnical services
related to the Pedestrian Bridge Replacement Project in the amount of $7,350.00 with funding from the 403
Park Capital Fund and authorize staff to proceed with the geotechnical investigation and report was made
was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julic Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

o State Fire Marshal Statewide Assessment - 6/17/26 7-9PM Aitkin FD
o The Minnesota Department of Public Safety’s State Fire Marshal division is conducting a
comprehensive statewide assessment of fire service delivery in Minnesota, with
recommendations to be submitted to the Minnesota Legislature by Dec. 31, 2026. The
Aitkin Fire Department was chosen to be one of ten in-person townhall locations.

o  Air Park Drive Sanitary Sewer Lining Project
o The Public Works Committee has identified a number of street and utility improvement.
projects throughout the City for implementation under the City’s Capital Improvement
Program. In January, the City Council approved a Professional Services Agreement with
Bolton & Menk and authorized the firm to complete engineering design services,
preparation of construction documents and specifications for bidding, facilitation of the
bidding process, contract document preparation, and construction observation services for
the Air Park Drive Sanitary Sewer Lining Project. In February, City Council adopted a
Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan identifying utility and facility improvement projects
through the City, including the Air Park Drive Sanitary Sewer Lining Project. Bolton &
Menk has completed the engineering design and preparation of construction documents
necessary for bidding the project. The Air Park Drive Sanitary Sewer Lining Project is to
be funded through Fund 617, which was included in and accounted for within the approved
2026 budget. PUC has also authorized funding for the project through Fund 617.
A motion to approve authorization for bids for the Air Park Drive Sanitary Sewer Lining Project and direct
staff to proceed with the public bidding process was made by Jason Henke, seconded by Justin Cartie. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

» Road Closure Request
o Bridget requests closer of Pacific Street due to a re-roof project at the Depot Museun.
Stronghouse to provide flag stands/delineators and flags to identify the street closure area.
to the Dog Park would be on the side by Rivers Edge. Rivers Edge provided a letter of
support. The road closure is expected to last from 6/18-7/8/26.
A motion to dpprove the Road Closure for the Special Event Permit for Stronghouse was made by Chris
Dotzler, seconded by Jason Henke. The motion carried with all voting aye.

e  MnDOT Project Update
o MnDOT will be resurfacing the highways in the City starting 6/22/2026. No detours are
scheduled but there may be some delays for traffic.

PUBLIC WORKS

e None.
BUDGET COMMITTEE

e None.
PLANNING & ZONING

¢ None.
PARK COMMITTEE

s  Draft Minutes; 5/14/2026 Mtg.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE

e Draft Minutes; 6/9/2026 Mtg.
AIRPORT COMMISSION

s Draft Minutes; 5/27/2026 Mtg.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

¢ None.
EDA

e Draft Minutes; 5/21/2026 Special Mtg.

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS
o None.

A motion to close the open meeting at 6:28 pm was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by Justin Cartie.
The motion carried with all voting aye.

CLOSED MEETING
¢ The Council closed the public session pursuant to the Annual Review of the City Administrator;
Minn. §13D.05, Subd. 3(a) and excused all members of the public.
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A motion to re-open the meeting was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller. The motion carried
with all voting aye.

e Resolution No. 2026-06-15A
A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-06-15A Option | was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by
Julie Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 pm was made by Julie Miller, seconded by Justin Cartie. The
\ motion carried with all voting aye.
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