AITKIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
AITKIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

June 1, 2026 6:00 p.m,

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Gary Tibbitts, Council Members Jason Henke, Julie Miller, Justin
Cartie, Chris Dotzler

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.

ALSO PRESENT: Street Supervisor Lon Nicko, Tami Jacobs, Terry Betley, Police Chief Colter Riedel,
Jeff Hrdlichka, Stephanie Mollet

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition;
e Downtown Worm Infestation Discussion under New Business
A motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Julie Miller, The
motion carried with all voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA
The following items were included in the consent agenda:
e Minutes — Regular Council Meeting 5/18/2026
e Accounts Payable
o City
o Liquor Store
Special Event Permit; Rosallini Duck Races — 8/1/26
Resolution No. 2026-06-01B Off-Site Gambling/Aitkin Quarterbacks — Event: 10/26/26
26.04.21 PUC Minutes
Special Event Permit; MMFCU Riverboat Days Medallion Hunt — 7/27-7/31/26
e Special Event Permit; Paddle Your Glass Off — 6/13/26
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Jason Henke, seconded by Justin Cartie. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

PUBLIC HEARING
» None.

MAYOR’S REPORT
¢ Thank you to the Chamber for a great Memorial Day Weekend,

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

o City Council has been invited to Aitkin County’s Health & Human Services Public Ceremony on
Wednesday, June 10",

¢ Anemployment offer will be extended to Allan Seefeld for the Street Maintenance Worker Position
at a Grade STA3, Step 3 of the 2026 wage scale contingent on a background check, pre-employment
physical, drug/alcohol testing, and proof of valid CDL License with tanker endorsement.

s  Ash Tree Flyers are available for the $314,000 Ash Tree Removal Grant for residents in the City
of Aitkin. Community meetings are scheduled for Monday, June 8" and Thursday, June 11 at the
Fieldhouse.

OLD BUSINESS
e None.

NEW BUSINESS
s Resolution No. 2026-06-01A CUP Northwood’s K-9 Club
o On Wednesday, May 20, 2026 the Aitkin Planning Commission heard a request for a

Conditional Use Permit for Northwood’s K-9 Facility. The CUP included parcels 56-1-
177100 & 56-1-177301 on Air Park Drive. The planning commission established 7
conditions described in Resolution No. PC2026-05-20A and recommended approval to the
Council. Northwood’s K-9 tentatively plans to open July 4" weekend.

A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-06-01A CUP Northwood’s K-9 Club was made was made by

Jason Henke, seconded by Justin Cartie. The motion carried with all voting aye.

s Resolution No. 2026-06-01C CUP MTS LLC
o On Wednesday, May 20, 2026 the Aitkin Planning Commission heard a request for a
Conditional Use Permit for MTS LLC. The CUP included parcel 56-0-177600 on




Southgate Drive. The planning commission established 2 conditions described in
Resolution No. PC2026-05-20B and recommended approval to the Council.
A motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-06-01C CUP MTS LLC was made by Justin Cartie, seconded
by Julie Miller. The motion carried with all voting aye.

e  Water Storage Improvements Pay Request No. 10
o Pay Request No. 10 in the amount of $228,000.00 for the Water Storage Improvements.
A motion to approve Pay Request No. 10 was made by Justin Cartie, seconded by Chris Dotzler. The motion
carried with all voting aye.

e  WWTF Pay Application No. 7
o Pay Application No. 7 in the amount of $191,031.85 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.
A motion to approve Pay Application No. 7 was made by Chris Dotzler, seconded by Jason Henke. The
motion carried with all voting aye.

e New Hire Recommendation; Confidential Secretary / Records Technician
A motion to extend an employment offer to Heather Yaunick at a Grade STA4, Step 3 of the 2026 Wage
Scale contingent on a background check, pre-employment physical, and drug/alcohol testing with the
condition to extend an offer to the second candidate at the discretion of the Personnel Committee if the first
candidate declines was made by Julie Miller, seconded by Chris Dotzler. The motion carried with all voting
aye.

¢ Downtown Worm Infestation — Street Supervisor Lon
o Street Supervisor Lon received calls about the worm infestation in some of the trees
downtown. The smaller street trees could be sprayed: however, it is too late in the season
to spray now. The forest tent caterpillars are anticipated to be around till end of June.

PUBLIC WORKS

e None.
BUDGET COMMITTEE
e None.

PLANNING & ZONING
e Draft Minutes: 5/20/2026 Mtg.
PARK COMMITTEE
e None.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE
e None.
AIRPORT COMMISSION
¢ June meeting has been moved to Wednesday, June 24" due to the EDA Meeting.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
e None.
EDA
e June special meeting has been moved to Thursday, June 25" due to a scheduling conflict.
TREE BOARD
e Draft Minutes; 5/28/26 Mtg.

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS
e None.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 pm was made by Justin Cartie. seconded by Chris Dotzler. The
motion carried with all voting aye.
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